wo 2005/024251 



8 

CLAIMS 



PCT/GB2004/003832 



1 A structural coupling comprising a structural component or components provided with coupling 
' leg formations and locking flanges on at least a pair of opposing ones of said leg formatons in 

assembly, a connecting channel secdon the sides of which are adapted respectively to engage 
said pair of leg formations and means for prxjvidlng snap fit engagement of the leg formations 
of the structural component with the channel section to secure the component or components 
together. 

2 A coupling as claimed In claim 1 wherein said snap fit engagement means includes resilient 

' ones of said leg formations which yield upon insertion in the channel section, and co-operatng 
means between the leg formations and the channel section which are allow snap fit 
engagement of the leg formations with the channel section when fully inserted therein. 

3 A coupling as claimed In claim 2 wherein said co-operating means Includes bulbous formations 
formed on said leg formations which engage with complimentary recesses In the channel 
section. 

A coupling as claimed in claim 1 wherein said snap fit engagement means includes a locking 
fomiation on the channel section, and a clip fixing for snap fit engagement with said locking 
formation and said locking flanges. 

A structural coupling as claimed In claim 4 wherein said locking formation on the channel 
section is formed on the Inside face of the base of the channel section. 



4. 



5. 



6. A structural coupling as claimed in claim 5 wherein said locking formation is comprised of an 
embossment to provide a pair of channel recesses along the channel base. 

7 A structural coupling as claimed In claim 6 Wherein said locking flanges on said pair of 
opposing ones of said leg fomiations include inturned edges forming locking ribs, sa.d cl.p 
fixing having flexible barbs for respective snap fit engagement with said locking ribs and 
channel recesses to lock the coupling together. 

8 A structural coupling as claimed In any preceding claim wherein the leg fomiatlons are 
provided with coupling slots, such that when said pair of teg formations are In opposed 
relationship the sided of the channel section engage the respective coupling slots. 
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, ,■ icHaimed in any one Of daims I to 8 Wherein said opposed pair Of leg 
fonnaaons are on th. -^^J^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ of the channel secBc 

:::rrrrrr.c.s..*..e.se.ai,.^ 

the rigid sheets or panels lie in the same plane. 

-::=::rs=r;irir^^^^^^ 

I^.Xln.del.slderelaaonshlptofon.pa.ofastructu.s^asawallpan.. 

UAsmK^u-^l coupling e^dalmed in any one of dain,slto8whereln said structu^^^^^^^ 

a icmgltudlnally spilt rail with the leg foma«ons formed on the s,de edges of the 
rr^: "—Lng held wM.n said Channel sed^-^respecuv^^^^^ 
;^n,llmalwal. thereof so acdngtodosemes^it .11 and securethe^ltoan inner 

profile core. 

n.Asm.c,«.3. coupling suhstani^ally as her^ndesoibedbefbrewim relate and as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 



